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Commercial vehicle business news
Date: 5 May 2006 
Number: 4347 


Release: Now
Digitachs distort April registrations

· Rolling year total down 1.6 per cent to 389,158 units

· April registrations up 5.6 per cent to 34,514, YTD up 2.9 per cent

· Digitachs massively distort April truck registrations, up 110 per cent

	New commercial vehicle registrations in the United Kingdom – 2006

	
	April
	% change
	Year to date 
	% change

	Total
	34,514
	5.6%
	136,929
	2.9%

	Light CV
	23,198
	- 14.5%
	110,582
	- 2.1%

	Trucks
	10,751
	110.4%
	24,623
	32.4%

	Buses and coaches
	565
	29.3%
	1,724
	13.3%


April’s commercial vehicle registration figures show 110 per cent more truck registrations than in the same month last year, as operators scrambled to beat the 1 May digitach deadline.    Since that date it is illegal to register new trucks, coaches and some buses unless they have digital tachographs.    ‘This massive distortion is down to the inept introduction of digital tachograph law,’ said Christopher Macgowan, chief executive at the SMMT.   ‘This legislation has been 15 years in the planning and was finally confirmed on 11 April, just 13 working days before it became law.’
Total CV registrations: Rolling year comparison 2002 to 2006
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If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44 (0)2 073 449 222
Mobile +44 07 974 435 641   E-mail:   rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
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	Rolling year new commercial vehicle registrations in the UK – 2006

	
	Rolling year
	Year to April 
	YTD % change

	All LCVs to 3.5t
	320,504
	110,582
	- 2.1%

	LCVs to 1.8t
	75,188
	25,758
	- 12.9%

	*LCVs 1.8 to 3.5t
	239,480
	82,574
	1.8%

	All trucks
	64,861
	24,623
	32.4%

	All rigids
	43,869
	17,482
	39.1%

	All artics
	20,992
	7,141
	18.4%

	Bus and coach
	4,400
	1,724
	13.3%


* Figure for LCVs 1.8 to 3.5t excludes registrations for 4x4 utilities 
All light CVs down 2.1% YTD





 LCVs to 3.5t down 2.1% to 110,582 for the year to April.





 Registrations for the month down 14.5% or 3,933 units to 23,198, compared to April 2005.





 Rolling year registrations down 4.2% for the 12 months to April at 320,504.





Light vans down 12.9% YTD





 Registrations for the year-to-April down 12.9% to 25,758 compared to the same period last year.





 Registrations in April fell 24.9% to 4,989 from 6,639 in April 05.





 Rolling year total at 75,188, continuing the downward trend since mid 2005.





Medium vans down 7.3% YTD





 Year-to-date total down 7.3% to 10,098 compared to 10,896 last year.





 April registrations down 520 on last year’s total of 2,064. 





 Rolling year registrations at 30,807 in April, down 2.9% on last year.





Heavy vans up 4.1% YTD





 Registrations to April rose 4.1% to 67,285 over the same period in 2005.





 Heavy van registrations for the month dipped 7.6% to 14,749.





 The rolling year total for heavy vans fell a modest 0.7% to 196,494, compared to April 2005.





Truck registrations up 32.4% YTD





 Truck registrations for the year-to-April up 32.4% or 6,020 to 24,623 compared to 2005.





 Total truck registrations in April at 10,751, up 110.4% on April 05.





Rolling year total at 64,861, up 14.4% compared to the same month last year.





Total rigids up 39.1% YTD 





 Year-to-date total at 17,482 units, up 4,912 compared to April 2005 figure.





 April rigid registrations up 116.1% or 4,071 on the same period last year.





 Annual rolling total for all rigids up 20.1% to 43,869.





Artics up 18.4% YTD





 Artic registrations for year-to-April up 1,108 to 7,141.





 Artic registrations for the month up 97.9% or 1,570 to 3,174 compared to last April. 





 Annual rolling total at 20,992, an increase of 9.4% on April 05.





Buses and coaches up 13.3% YTD





 Registrations to April up 202 or 13.3% compared to the same period last year.





 Buses up 10.6% and coaches up 18.5% for the year to April compared to 2005.





 Combined bus and coach registrations for the rolling annual total at 4,400 units, compared to 4,082 in April 05.
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